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Find out how an exhibition of my Tarp 
Series can work for your venue. 
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Over decades, my work has 
always embraced expressive 
painted, printed and dyed 
textiles. These have taken the 
form of wall pieces, art quilts 
and functional items. My cur-

rent bodies of work, the Tarp Series and the 
Drawing Series, add drawing and mixed 
media to those textiles, placing them in a 
more sculptural format. An exhibit of the Tarp 
Series could include not only the Tarps them-
selves, but also supporting items that might 
be relevant. These could be drawings, smaller 
mounted works, and videos and/or photo-
graphs that document outdoor installation. 

Because my Tarp Series invites interaction 
with others, I am open to a discussion about 
creating some community-based Tarps as 
part of my exhibition. These would be cre-
ated and installed separately from my exhi-
bition pieces. Temporarily over a few days, 
these community pieces could be installed 
and also photographed outdoors, then 
moved indoors for longer display.

About the Tarp Series
Metaphorically, I see tarps as protective, ver-
satile and adaptive. They embody the best 
attributes of textiles as installation or sculp-
ture, with the addition of expressive gestures 
common in painting, printing and mixed 
media. Textiles are the matrix.

Tarp Series: Undercurrent 2, top, 36x87, 2017; A Balancing Act, middle, 
40 x 62, 2017; Untitled-Pentaculum, bottom, 44x89, 2018



The Tarp Series asks what is the role of art in our fraught, modern 
society ruled by technology and uncertainty? What does it mean 
to be a maker under circumstances where political comment, 
identity and narrative are a primary conversation? Is there a role 
for creative expression in non-narrative ways, much like the role 
that music performs? How can we “play” more, separating the 
essence of creativity from the “serious” 
and formal presentation of art found only 
in museum and gallery settings?
 For me, the concept of a tarp is 
a symbol of shelter, and sheltering,  of 
fulfilling the important role that inspiration, 
creative thinking and practice provide in 
order to make the rest of the oughts and 
musts of the world happen. To remind us 
of our humanity and to inspire compas-
sion. 
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Physical description & Techniques
 The pieces in the Tarp Series are made 
from white cotton cloth that I paint and print with 
thickened dyes. A layer of polymer medium is applied, 
after which I add drawing with permanent India ink, 
inspired by my Drawing Series. Then the pieces are 
cut up, re-positioned, and collaged. Finally, stitching is 
used to give form, visual rhythm and emphasis. 
 These pieces feel like “tablecloth fabric.” Like 
utility tarps, the pieces have grommets in the corners, 
which make them easily hung against a wall using a 
nail, or suspended with monofilament. This series may 
be hung simply, or with several pieces grouped as an 
installation. Many can be shown vertically or horizon-
tally. The backs of these pieces are not “finished,” but 
they can hang in the middle of the room.  Outdoors, 
I provide painted cords to tie them to architectural or 

natural elements. Although they may hang outdoors 
temporarily, they are not meant for long-term outdoor 
display.
 I’m happiest with a brush in my hand. Fabrics 
allow me a large-scale, exuberant canvas.  I use only 
my own handpainted, monoprinted cotton fabrics in 
my work.  I start with white cotton broadcloth, paint-
ing, monoprinting or screenprinting them with thick-
ened Procion MX fiber reactive dyes. I then use mixed 
media techniques to apply ink drawing, acrylic paints 
and polymer medium, plus stitching. 
 In my work, what appears to be abstract is 
actually the compilation of life experiences. Music, vi-
sual mark-making, the natural world and the emotive 
effect of color all figure into my studio process. 

top left: Undercurrent 3, 43x61, 2017 plus detail 
(top right); detail, Untitled-Pentaculum (center 
right); Undercurrent 4, 43x85, 2017 (lower right)



Contact Information
Please contact me if you’d like more 
information or images of my most 
recent work. I look forward to working 
with you.

While some of my Tarps are bold 
in effect, others represent the 
visual textures and rhythm of na-
ture in a quieter way. With some 
tarps, I express a connection 
to the natural world, weighting 
them with found objects such as 
large stones. In others, I connect 
directly to the process of ob-
servation and drawing with no 
additional “props.”

Sorrow & Renewal, right, 43x89, 2018, 
was a reflection of the devasting fires in 
Gatlinburg. This piece was also temporar-
ily hung along the creek running up to the 
Great Smokies National Park.

Tarp series: (left) Trees 2, 49x62, 
2017; (right) Blossoms + Wind, 40x62, 
2017, based on plant drawings.
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Mixed Media + Drawing

These smaller pieces also utilize my own fabrics with mixed media 
additions and stitching. They are based on drawings. Some 
combination of these could also be combined with a Tarp Series 
exhibition. Please contact me to discuss options.

Above: Botanical Fragments Series, mounted 12x12” wall pieces, handpainted, monoprinted tex-
tiles with mixed media drawing and stitching. Right: Self Portait, 18x72”, 2017. Also handpainted, 
monoprinted textiles with mixed media drawing and stitching.


